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I have the honour to submit to you my repert upen the 


 Heslth & Sanitery conditions of the Cieveden Urban bastrict 


Council fer the year 1925 included in which is a Suwssry of 


your Sanitery Inspector's repert for tne sume , erica. 


¥, Natural and Social Cendition of the sresai- 
Ares. - 5017 sores 

a Population (1921 grees census) - 6724 
Bstimated for 1925 - 6261. 
‘ Number of private families 1921 - 155% 

; Number of structurally seperate dweliings - 1547 . 
{ Rateable value — £46,557. | 
, Sum represented by one perny rate - ile?. f ua 
3 There is nothing to adda to the descriptions in former 

d reports of the natural conditions of the District, and there 

E> has been no alteration of note in the sucial contiitien of the 
3 people. 
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Fromks the middie of Janugay to the beginning of 


April es widespresd epidemic of menasies fell upen the younger 


children in the elementary sehuels, the infent depertments 


ef which were closed four short pericds. This epidemic was of 


moderate severity, and no fatal enses occurred. From the close of 


this epidemic to the end of the year the schucls Asve been 


Singularly free from infectious disease, 


MAL Bs FERAL Es 
BIRTHS. Legitimate 46 32 
Tilegitimate i % 

fetal 47 a = £3. 


The Birth Bate for the year is therefore 15.2 per i006 ae 


@Gompared with igeS in 1722, dieS in 1325, died in 1924, ans 


18.3 for the whole of Bnciend and Weles for 1925. 


DEATHS. Mele - 413; Female - 56. Tetri- 47. 
Tne Crude death mte from this tetai —- 15.4% per 15006, andi «hen 
thie is cerrected for age ana sex Gietrivutien the true seath 
pate ~- 12.4% ger 1000 ss compared with the rate ef 12.2 per ldce 
fer Sngiena &@ elec. The averese age at death is 66 yerre. 
Included in the sbvove total are the Gdesths ef 5 infents under i 
year ofece. The cause of dentin in their easee is as fuliews:- 

Taree were premature infenta, twe male cvAilcren 
surviving 4 an hour soc 1 Hour respectively, while the tnird, 
a feusie, survived 4 weeks; one child of 8 mentns died «efter 
@ pretrected iliness from ulcerative siomattitis end enteritis, 
and am illerzitinate fensie eniid ef 22 hours Gied (rem over- 
laying. 
The infant mortality figure resulting from these 5 decthse - 
$6.2 per 1000 births, 28 compared with « cerresrending rite 
of 75 per 1000 birtas fer *negiand and Jaies. 

Generali Provision cf Henith servicesi- 

It ies souce of eonsidersbie estisf-etion that 
the alterations to and re-eyguipment of your Iseistion Mea, jitei 
heave now been completed se that satisfaetory isclintion of twe 
or even three infecticus dieesses anc the secregnticn ef the 


sexes can tbe effected st the sane time should the necessity arise. 
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"The provision of » better vehicle for the transport of infectious 


, eases to the hospitai is slso very »elipful. 
The local Cotteze Hospitai whien is supported by voluntary 

subsoriptions, is of great service to the cosmunity, and it is 
8 pity that no further steps have been taken in the pre, osea 
seheme of linking up ail such local hospitals with the large 
@eneral hospite:s in Bristol. The local fubercuieosis Dispens> ry 
: and Tre«tment Centres are conducted by the County authority 
Which exercises supervision over the uatermity anda Infant 
Welfare Centre, snd the District Wursins Associstion. The 
‘two local district nursea continue to do aduwirevie work among 
the people. 7 
PUBLIC HEALTH: STAFF:- 

Medical Officer of Health (part tine) G. Macleod, H.D. DePeHe 

Senitary Enspector & Surveyor (whele time) G. #. Knowles 

Assistant * ’ : Pera. mee 

{Assec. Instit. Gan. tne. ) 
Sanitary Circumstances in tne ares:- 
The public ester su; ly, though suffering from its 

peB permanent Asrdnuess, is very pure and ample, and bsctericiogie:1 
analysis by the County Anaiyst has been curried out twice curing 
the year, with entirely setisf ctory results. Rivers and 
streams in the area are kept in a sotisfactory condition, and it 
ais gratifying to find that recomendations for improvenent in the 
sewage outfall are sbeut to be put inte effect. It is hoped 
that this will result in the prevention of the ficoding of the 
low level sewer at high tides. The adoption ef more modern and 


less objectionszble methods of flushing and clesnsing the low ievel 
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sewer is 2 mecsure whieh is appreciated by thetownspeople. 
"It is hoped thet this method will definitely supersede tre 
old methed of drogcing the sewer. Twe lengths of new sewer 
have been lsid *o meet the cemantis of new buildings, 2U0 yards 
being leid in Old Chureh Road ana 160 yards in Waiten Road. 
Owing to the prevelence of a considerabie mesyuite nuisance 
during the Autumn and Winter of 1924 all pends and ditenes 
in the srea have been sprayed with paraffin en seversl occssions 
during theSpring and Summer with, it would appear, very satise- 
factory results, asx the precence of , and trouble from, mosyuites 
@uring the Autumn snd Winter have been preetically neglicibie. 

There is nothing to report sa a result of the reeular 
inspection of the elementary schools and leesai factories which 
have been found in ea satisfactory condition. 

The follewing is a summary of work done b, thesanitary 
etaff:- 
General nuisances attended to and sbated 32 


Testing of drains and sewersi- attention 
to eanitary defects in houses and 


complaints re house refuse, 31 
Repazt and renewal of sanitary fittings 

& fiatures 53 
House refuse removed during the year 4712 tens. 


Inspection and supervision of foodi- 
(A) MILK SUPYLY. 

(1) Farss, cowsheds, and dairies nave been regularly 
anapected and it is . source of satisfaction that, 
generally speaking, producers have evinced during 
the post five yexre an inerensing interest in and 


attention to the general wellbeing of their herds & the 


, 
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Cleanliness of premises and processes; ana where formeriy no 


“herds had been fSested with tuberculin this examination hs now 


been adoyted by a few of the producers. in addition the county 
authority has now afforded facilities for the dactericiogical 
examination of milk supplies for tuberculosis and samples are 
being submitted for this purpose. In the ordinary course swples 
for chemicsi analysis are collected by the pelice, but during the 
year one seamwple wes subeitted by us on receipt of = complaint from 
a householder. This was found on chemiesi analysis to be of 
normal standard. 

(2) Grade A Milk and pacteurised milk produced outside the «rea 
are now available within the twon but it is regrettable that so 
far none of the enterprising lecel producers heve seen their way 
to market eroded milk. | 

(3) There are on the register 29 producers and 25 milk veniers. 

B. MBAT. (1) The Public Siaughter House ia the only one in the 
district and its condition is satisfactory. During the year the 
whole caresses of two oxen and the internai orgens of another have 
been condemned on account of tuberculesis and were devtroyed. 
These havens now to be buried as facilities for their incineration 
at the gas works «re ne ionger possible. 406 bullogks, 351 caifs, 
1860 sheep, and 773 pigs were slaughtered during the year. 

(C). OTHER FOODS. S8akehouses have been regularly inspected and 


notices served on owners calling for miner imprevements. 


PREVALENCE OF & CONTROL OVER INFYCIIOGUS DISBASES. 
The District has been singuleariy freen from serious 


@pidemics during the past five years, and when minor cutbreaks 
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have eccurred they nsve never threatened to assume anythin 
appreaching alansing prepertions. At the ceginning of 
September 1925 we experienced a smali outbreak cf a very 
virulent type of diptheria. Three Gases eccurred, alli eof 
whieh appear to be clesely reisted to a visiter convalescent 
from severe tonesillitis, and in spite ef enerszetic treatment 
two of these cases died. The probeble carrier had already 
left the town, out all contects werea swabbed and found negative, 
and no further cases develpped after the iselation of the 
three primary cases, which had developed precticaily sisuli- 
taneously. Diphtheria antitoxin is supplied by tne lecal 
authority in tne treatment of ali 6 neceusitous cases or 
suspected cases pending bacterioclogics1 examination - 120,000 
unite were suprlied during the yeer. 

The notification locsily of pneumonia, malsria, dysentery, 
and trench fever dees not appear to serve any useful purpese, 
and apart from pneumonia there nave been no notifications in 
this group of diseases. Disinfection of dweilinghouses 
or rooms is effected by paraldenyde sprey ana this is earried out 
after all infectious diseases, tuberculosis, some enses of cancer 
and whenever 2 re ,uest is made for disinfection by ncuseholders 
Or doctors in attendance. Clothing is treated in the stea 
disinfector - 105 articles were dealt with duringthe year. 
Notifiable diseases:- | 

Four cases of diphtheria occurred during the year; one of 
these was satisfactorily isolated at nome, and ofthe rensining 


three treated at your Isolation Hospital two died. 
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Pourteen cases of labor pneumonin and five of influenzai 


pneumonia were notified during tne year. One case of 
encephalitis Les thargica occurred in June, and the child, 
aged 5 yeors, died. Apart from tuberculosis these were ali 
the notifiable diseases reported during the year. 
TUBERCULOSIS - WEW CASES & MORTALITY DURING 1925. 


Age periods. NEW CASES. DEATHS. 


Years. Q} 
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Male. Femaie. Maie. Female. male. Female. Kale. Fes. 
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HOUSING. 

(1) The housing conditions in the district havdbeen 
cameos upon frequentiy and tne need for further housing 
accommodation fer the working classes stiil exists. It is 
gratifying in this connection te find% that steps are about te 
be taken to erect more houses as 3 municipal undertaking. These 
should help to relieve the present congestion of two or more 
families in smaii nouses orig&naliy ee fer the use of 
ene family oniy and sise the occupation of basenents in some of 
the larger houses where dampness and inadeyguate lighting 
are a menace to the health and wellbeing more particularly ef 


young children. 


(2) While action to abate statutery overcrowding has hed 
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an be taken in three enses only during the year it is yet 
quite obvious to any district visitor tnat there ere nuany 
newly married couples end families whe iong for a heme of 
their own, within theirs means, in which they can enjoy sone 
messure of comfort and the priveey of femily life. 

(3) The housing defect that is most frequently met with 
is dampness of the walls from isck of damp stroot Gourses in 
the older houses or from their being duilt with their beck 
Walls against rock or soil. Where the seil ia the cause of 
dampness in this way the clearing ef an ares around the house 
would mitigate the evil but such « mesaure is frequently 
neglected by the owners. in very few cases have properties 
been damaged by the wilful acts or the negiect cf the tenants 
and it is instructive to netice how much owner occupiers have 
done to improve houses which when they scquired them were in 
@ more or less dilapidated condition. Regular inspection and 
action taken under the Public Hesith Acts and the Housing Acts 
has led to general improvement of the colder houses. Such forwel 
Or informal action by the Ofricers of the Lecal Authority one 
might consider unnecessary when property owners or their agentes 
must see for themselves or neve pointed out by theintenants 
when the weekly rent is collected, defects and dilanidatiens 


which in the interests of their property the owners should 
hasten to make good. 


HOUSING STATISTICS - 
Number of new houses erected during the year - Total = 46 


(a) by local authority —- Nil (b) by other bodies or persons 
- 40 
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2. Unfit dweiling houses;- 
(1) Total number inspected fer housing defects 
under Public Health of Housgine Acts 
(2) Number of dwelling houses inspected and 
recorded under Housing Regulations i910 « ly2s 
(3) Mwnber of nouses found to de in a state so 


dangerous or injurivus toe hesith aa to be 


3 


unfit for human habitation Nii 


(4) Number of houses (exelusive of those under 
Subesgece 4) found not to be in ail respecte 
ressonably fit for human habitation 
2. Remedy of defects withoutz service of fornsal 
notices:~ 
Number of dwelling houses rendered fit in 
consequence of infermai setien by local 
authority eee 
3. Action under Statutery Powers. 
A. Proceedings under Secticn 5 of Housing Act i925. 
(1) Number of houses in respect ef which notices 
were served reyuiring repairs 
(2) Humber of dwelling houses rendered fit after 
service of formal notices 
(a2) by owners = Nil (b) by local suthority 
in default of owners = Nil 
(3) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which 
Closing erders became operative 
B. Proceedings under Public Healtn Act. 


(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which 
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e re reneaied after service of formal notice 
gl -2 (b) by local authority 


b of owners - Wile 
penn were made or Getemined. 


I have the honour to be, 


. Cnniman, Ledies & Gentlemen, ete, 
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